Unintended epithelium-only flap creation using a femtosecond laser during LASIK.
to present a patient in whom, during LASIK with the IntraLase femtosecond laser (Abbott Medical Optics), unintended epithelial (instead of anterior stromal) flaps were created in both eyes. a 28-year-old man underwent bilateral LASIK using the IntraLase femtosecond laser programmed to create 100-microm flaps. Flap creation was performed uneventfully in both eyes but flap thickness was thinner than attempted. The flaps were easily torn during flap lift because they appeared to consist of epithelium only. Therefore, the procedure was immediately converted to photorefractive keratectomy with the use of mitomycin C. re-epithelialization occurred 3 days after the procedure in both eyes. Three months after treatment, uncorrected distance visual acuity was 20/25 in the right eye and 20/20 in the left eye with no signs of corneal haze on slit-lamp examination. despite the advantages of the IntraLase femtosecond laser in the creation of a LASIK flap, complications in terms of flap thickness may occur.